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CLUB NEWS 
Dave Bennett – a brief appreciation 

Dave (or Ben as his friends knew him) joined 
Rockcliff as a schoolboy in the mid 1960’s and main-
tained a close involvement with the Club for over 50 
years. After University, he looked to have made the 
1st team Hooker position his own until, at 23, a seri-
ous injury seemed to have cut short his playing ca-
reer. However, his determination and love of the 
game eventually led to an Indian summer on the 3As, 
captaining the side for several seasons. 
 
His quiet, unassuming manner disguised a wide intel-
lect and practical common sense which, combined 
with his engineering skills, enabled him to contribute 
so much to many aspects of Rockcliff life, from the 
early 1970s onwards. Among other things, he served 
as Assistant Teams Secretary, Membership Secretary 
and was, for many years, a member of the volunteer 
ground staff which look after the pitches and 
grounds every week. Most significantly, he was our 
widely respected Fixture Secretary from 1996 until 
his untimely death on 11th March, a remarkable 23 
years stint. 
 
He was deservedly made an Honorary Life Member 
of Rockcliff, the highest accolade the Club can be-
stow. 
He will be hugely missed by the Club and his many 
friends here. 

Ian Firth 

RUGBY 
 
 
 
 
 
The trophies for the European Rugby Champions Cup 
and European Rugby Challenge Cup are coming to 
Rockcliff on Sunday 14th April. 

Sponsor Boards  
Get your business out there with an advertising  
board around our Artificial Grass Pitch. For further 
details please contact scarruthers@blueyonder.co.uk 
or Neil Thornton neilthorton188@sky.com. 

Touch Rugby  
Another busy month for Touch section with 
more than 30 players turning out to play in our 
Red Nose Day Special.  The themed session was to cele-
brate Red Nose Day and to help support the Rock4Olly 
campaign, where all players made a donation to the 
charity, with £40 being raised on the night. 
  
We’ve seen the number of players increasing of late as 
we’ve welcomed players and coaches from a number of 
different Rockcliff sections. We play Thursday 6-7pm on 
the APG, no experience is necessary and we’ll help you 
with the rules. 
  
Whilst we guarantee you’ll have a great night and get to 
play touch, we can’t always guarantee there will be 
cake!  

 Lesley Marshall  

Training 
 
 
Seniors Tuesdays/Thursdays  
Social Touch Rugby  6 - 7 Thursdays 
Mini, Junior, Girls & Colts see team managers 
 
Gym facilities available for over 18's see team  
managers 
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ENTERTAINMENT AND DIARY STUFF 
MARCH  
Sat 30th Touch Tournament at PercyPark 
APRIL 
Sat 13th Players' Evening & Awards 
MAY 
Sat 11th SuperTens Tournament 
Fri- Sun 24-26th Whitley Bay Beer Festival 

 
 
BLOOD BANK SESSIONS AT ROCKCLIFF 
Simply go on line and register www.blood.co.uk  
At Rockcliff 12pm-8pm. 
Wednesday  15th May 2019 
Thursday  23rd May 2019 
Wednesday 29th May 2019 
Wednesday  12th June 2019 
Thursday  27th June 2019 
Wednesday  10th July 2019 

Foxy News 
Preservation and Conservation 
One aspect of the club that is probably not 
known about is the work that the grounds team has 
put towards conservation, following all the amazing 
work carried out to form the AGP we have created in 
one part of the ground a small conservation area. Now 
the home of foxes and rabbits, we leave this area un-
disturbed with cut timber providing cover for wildlife 
and plant life for insects etc. We have also positioned 
an owl box and three bat boxes in the trees bordering 
the ground. A significant number of Pipistrelle bats in-
habit the grounds. This all adds to the environment and 
aids wildlife that use the Quarry nature reserve. The 
grass pitch is often grazed by geese and in the winter 
curlew gather to feed. 

Nigel Jamieson  

First XV 
Victory away against a tough Gosforth side on the 
2nd March secured promotion for the first XV.  Yet, 
this would be futile had they fell at the hands of local 
rivals, and second placed, North Shields the week 
after.  
 
What unfolded however will live long in the memory 
of everyone who graced the field that day, including 
cameraman Simon Tindall, who got so excited he 
nearly fell off the changing room roof whilst record-
ing.  
 
An incredible performance saw Rockcliff dismantle 
Shields, racking up 40 unanswered points and leaving 
their local rivals stunned, numb and well and truly 
defeated, in a pulsating 80-minutes of free flowing 
rugby.   
With only three games remaining, the ultimate leg-
endary prize of going the season unbeaten now rests 
in the hands of the entire squad of players who turn 
up week in week out to battle for that 1st XV jersey.  
 
Only time will tell whether they can hold their nerve 
and complete the job. 

Tom Reid 

Vikings 
The Vikings have continued their success on and off 
the pitch this month. With guidance from our dedicat-
ed coaching team the hard work is paying off and the 
results speak for themselves. In the league there has 
been convincing victories over Durham City and Ryton 
with maximum points secured ensuring the league 
title is still a possibility. After a last-minute try secured 
a win over Morpeth in the semi-final of the County 
Cup we (with help from Karl Briggs) managed to bag a 
home final against Percy Park. An excellent game of 
rugby which was enjoyed by a large crowd saw the 
Vikings win 29-25 and ensure that silverware was won 
for the 3rd consecutive year. 

Mono 

The Rangers 
The Rangers have their chance of some of their own 
silverware on Saturday 13th April when they play in 
the No 5 Cup Final in a tournament competing with 5 
other teams. 
 
A number of players have stepped up from the Rang-
ers to the Vikings and made an impact. 

Russell Hill 

Thank you so much to all March contributors.  
Please let me have any news about your re-
spective teams.  Articles please to  
liz.fletcher@blueyonder.co.uk. Next issue April. 

Girls, Minis, Juniors 
• Just under £400 raised at a bag pack a Morrisons 

Tynemouth by the Girls Section 
• 3 Rockcliff Girls going unbeaten for the County at 

U15 and U18 across all 3 tournaments played.  
• U11's selected to go to Twickenham for Premiership 

Rugby Final . 

http://www.blood.co.uk/

